300 years of
Fukunishi Family History

The Fukunishi Honten is a collection of Japanese
warehouses originally built by the prominent
merchant family known as the Fukunishi family.

Nearly 100 years ago, the 9th Thee Fukunishi (Ihee={JU% i
being the first name which was inherited by heads of the
Fukunishi Family) became an important merchant who
served as the president of the Aizu area’ s banks, and was
the founder of a railroad company.

The Fukunishi Honten (Main Shop), completed in 1914,
was the property of a prominent Fukunishi merchant
family, which flourished from the late 19th century to the
early 20th century.

The outer walls of three storehouses in particular (the
main shop storehouse, the Buddhist memorial service
storehouse, and the charcoal storehouse) which face
Omachi Street (known as the “Hideyo Noguchi Memorial
Streel” ) were constructed using black plaster, which is
famously difficult to work with.

Black plaster is made by adding ink to the plaster mix,
which then required advanced skill in order to polish the
entire wall to a uni- form, jet black color.

The beauty of the black outer walls combined with the
red roof tiles is a modern day testament to the power and
wealth of this merchant family in the past.

. The long history of the Fukunishi Family has been
collecled in a number of art works and artifacts. The 9th
and 10th generation of the lhee in particular often inter-
acted with contemporary culture and artists, and their
work has been preserved.

You can visit the treasure of the Fukunishi family.

Certain items of the family make public in the “Fukuni-
shi Honten Shop.
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*# There are times when the building may be closed. Thank you
for yourunderstanding.
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Fukunishi Honten
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The Black Storehouses
of the Fukunishi Honten Shop
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Great hall of TheMain Building Upstairs
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